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Maps to the Farm

Wunderlich Farm
State Historic Site

Wunderlich Farm is adjacent to
the Doerre Intermediate School
campus, 18218 Theiss Mail Rt.
Road, Klein, Texas 77379.
To access more information
regarding the farm, please visit:
http://www.kleinisd.net/historical
foundation

The farmhouse still stands
where it was first built in
1891 by Peter Wunderlich
II, son of Peter Wunderlich
who came to Texas from
Germany in 1852.
With its chicken house,
smokehouse, barn, and
other outbuildings
remaining, the Farm
exhibits life in Klein as it
was in 1890-1920.
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A Trip to Wunderlich Farm
Before planning a trip to Wunderlich Farm it is important for both teachers and students
to understand what the farm represents. The centerpiece of the farm is the early 1891
home of Peter Wunderlich. Peter Wunderlich was the youngest child of Johann Peter and
Maria Katherine Wunderlich. He was born two months after his father died from a
gunpowder explosion. He grew into a large, handsome man and married Sophie
Krimmel. Peter and Sophie Wunderlich had twelve children, six girls and six boys; four
of the children died young. Peter himself died in 1941 at the age of 77. In 1959, Peter’s
eight surviving children divided up his 360 acre homestead. Son Alphonse, born in 1905,
received Peter’s house and farm buildings and continued to farm the land. Alphonse sold
the home to the Klein School District when the land for Doerre Intermediate was
purchased. The school district formed the Klein Texas Historical Foundation in 1988 and
has preserved the old homestead as a living history museum.

How do we get ready for our tour?
Background knowledge enhances your trip and helps us provide students with a more
meaningful experience. Prepare your students by having them work the pre-visit activities
in this packet. Vocabulary is especially important. Please keep in mind that even though
Wunderlich Farm is in a park-like setting, it is a
museum. It is a good idea to review museum
manners with your class prior to your trip. All
participants should wear comfortable shoes and
clothing. This is an outdoor activity, so jackets
and sweaters may be needed.

What should we expect when we arrive?
Tours begin at 10 a.m. To insure you receive your full time, plan to arrive at the farm 15
or 20 minutes early. This will allow time for unloading students. It will also allow our
staff to give your students a brief orientation explaining Wunderlich Farm and any other
information we feel is necessary.
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What about the weather?
We are open rain or shine. However, for the safety of our staff and visitors, if lightning
does occur or it is too wet, we will close the site. If, on the day of your trip, you have
questions about the weather, please call the farm for a weather update. If we know
enough in advance, we will let you know and will reschedule your tour.

What should our chaperones do?
Please remember that your chaperones, however many, are there to assist your students in
learning and keep order. Encourage them to become a part of the tour and enjoy learning
about Wunderlich Farm along with the children.

What can we carry on site?
Cameras are always welcome at Wunderlich Farm. Photography is such a wonderful way
to document your trip to the farm. We do not allow drinks and snacks to be carried on site
during the actual tour. However, you are encouraged to bring a lunch for after your tour.
We will store the lunch and then eat on the property after the tour is finished.

What about cancellations?
If you are unable to honor your
scheduled field trip, please give us as
much prior notice as possible by calling
(832) 249-5800. You may reschedule by
calling (832) 249-5800.
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OBJECTIVES:
1. To tell the story of the first German settlers to Klein.
2. To describe what life was like for these settlers, including details of farming, housekeeping,
education, religion, and social activities.
3. To identify tools used in the rural Klein community.
4. To compare and contrast the way of life of the early settlers with the way of life in Klein
today.
5. To increase appreciation and awareness of the character and way of life of the earlier citizens
in the Klein community.
6. To practice reading, writing, and arithmetic skills using materials from the early Klein
community.
7. To develop artistic and dramatic abilities using Klein's history as subject matter.
8. To place the events of the development of the Klein community in the larger context of Texas
and American history.

TEKS COVERED BY WUNDERLICH
FARM AND MUSEUM CURRICULUM:
Social Studies TEKS:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Summarize reasons for European exploration and the settlement of Texas and the
Western Hemisphere. [2.A]
Identify clusters of settlement in Texas and explain their distribution. [8.A]
Explain patterns of settlement at different time periods in Texas. [8.B]
Describe the location of cities in Texas, and explain their distribution, past and present.
[8.C]
Explain the geographic factors that influence patterns of settlement and the distribution of
population in Texas, past and present. [8.D]
Identify reasons why people have adapted to and modified their environment in Texas,
past and present, such as the use of natural resources to meet basic needs. [9.B]
Identify the economic motivations for European exploration and settlement in Texas and
the Western Hemisphere. [11.A]
Explain how people in different regions of Texas earn their living, past and present.
[13.A]
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Explain how geographic factors have influenced the location of economic activities in
Texas. [13.B]
Identify customs, celebrations, and traditions of various culture groups in Texas [20.B]
Summarize the contributions of people of various racial, ethnic, and religious groups in
the development of Texas. [20.C]
Differentiate between, locate, and use primary and secondary sources such as computer
software; interviews; biographies; oral, print and visual material; and artifacts to acquire
information about the United States and Texas. [22.A]
Analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect
relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making
generalizations and predictions, and drawing inferences and conclusions. [22.B]
Organize and interpret information in outlines, reports, databases, and visuals including
graphs, charts, timelines, and maps. [22.C]
Identify different points of view about an issue or topic. [22.D]
Use social studies terminology correctly. [23.A]
Incorporate main and supporting ideas in written and verbal communication. [23.B]
Express ideas orally based on research and experience. [23.C]
Create written and visual material such as journal entries, reports, graphic organizers,
outlines, and bibliographies. [23.D]
Use standard grammar, spelling, sentence structure, and punctuation. [23.E]

Language Arts TEKS:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Connect his/her own experiences, information, insights, and ideas with those of others
through speaking and listening. [4.A]
Demonstrate effective communications skills that reflect such demands as interviewing,
reporting, requesting, and providing information. [5.B]
Locating the meanings, pronunciations, and derivations of unfamiliar words using
dictionaries, glossaries, and other sources. [5.C]
Use multiple reference aids, including a thesaurus, a synonym finder, a dictionary, and
software, to clarify meanings and usage. [9.C]
Form and revise questions for investigations, including questions arising from interests
and units of study. [13.A]
Use text organizers, including headings, graphic features, and tables of contents, to locate
and organize information. [13.B]
Use multiple sources, including electronic texts, experts, and print resources, to locate
information relevant to research questions. [13.C]
Write to express, discover, record, develop, reflect on ideas, and to problem solve. [15.A]
Write to inform such as to explain, describe, report, and narrate. [15.C]
Frame questions to direct research. [21.A]
Take notes from relevant and authoritative sources such as guest speakers, periodicals,
and on-line searches. [21.C]

Mathematics TEKS:
•
•

Use addition and subtraction to solve problems involving whole numbers. [3.A]
Use multiplication to solve problems (no more than two-digits times two-digits without
technology). [4.D]
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•
•

Use division to solve problems (no more than one-digit divisors and three-digit dividends
without technology). [4.E]
Solve problems that incorporate understanding the problem, making a plan, carrying out
the plan, and evaluating the solution for reasonableness. [14.B]

Technology TEKS:
•
•

•
•

Follow acceptable use policies when using computers. [3.A]
Apply appropriate electronic search strategies in the acquisition of information including
keyword and Boolean search strategies. [4.A]
Determine usefulness and appropriateness of digital information. [6.C]
Use a variety of data types including text, graphics, digital audio, and video. [7.C]
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WUNDERLICH FARM
Living History Museum

PRE-VISIT ACTIVITIES
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FROM HERE TO THERE
OBJECTIVES:

The student will locate places and regions of importance in Texas
during the 19th and 20th centuries. The students will use appropriate
math skills to interpret social studies information such as maps and
graphs.

MATERIALS:

Republic of Texas map, work handout, ruler

PROCEDURE:

Using the map scale and ruler, calculate the distances between the
early towns.

EXTENSION:

Research stagecoach routes and stops during the 1850s. Mark the
stage stops on the map with a red star
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FROM HERE TO THERE
Using the scale on the map, calculate the distance from Houston to the
following Texas Towns.

Cities: Galveston, Austin, Wichita Falls, San Angelo, Abilene, San
Antonio, El Paso, Lubbock, Dallas, Waco, Brownsville.
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SPEAKING OF THE FARM
OBJECTIVES:

The student will use and understand social studies terminology
correctly.

MATERIALS:

Vocabulary list

METHOD:

Familiarize the students with the words on the list. Discuss the
familiar words as a class.
Divide the children into small groups and assign each group two
vocabulary words from the next page. Give each group of students
a sheet of chart paper and have them define and illustrate their
designated words. Allow students to use dictionaries, internet, and
any other reference materials. Each group will share their words
with the class in whole group.
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SPEAKING OF THE FARM
Who lived at Wunderlich Farm?

Terms Used in the Barn

Peter Wunderlich
Sophie Krimmel Wunderlich
Philipp 1892-1911
Dorothea (Dora) 1894-1970
Rosina Maria 1895-1898
Caroline 1896-1898
Elisa (Lissy) 1898-1986
Paul 1900-1972
Friederich 1901-1972
Reinhardt 1904-1986
Alphonso (Alph) 1905-1996
Aurthur 1907-1975
Leona 1909-2000
Rosina Elleonora 1911 (2 days old)

Yoke
Blacksmith
Corn Sheller
Plow
Agriculture
Corn Crib

Terms explained in the house:
Loom
Spinning Wheel
Wardrobe
Shearing
Tax
Receipt
Immigrant
Chamber Pot

Terms from the kitchen:
Canning
Ice-box
Meat Grinder
Sausage Stuffer
Cast Iron Stove
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WUNDERLICH FARM
Living History Museum
POST-VISIT ACTIVITIES
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CORRESPONDENCE FROM
WUNDERLICH FARM
OBJECTIVES:

The student will analyze information by summarizing,
making generalization and prediction and drawing
inferences and conclusions.

MATERIALS:

Handout sheet

PROCEDURE:

Pre-read the letter. Then use context clues found in the
paragraph and information gained during the visit to
Wunderlich Farm to fill in the blanks with the appropriate
words from the Word Box.

EXTENSION:

The student will communicate in written form by
addressing the following prompt:
“You have just returned from a trip to Wunderlich Farm
and wish to share some of your experiences with your
family. Write a letter to your parents describing your field
trip to the farm. Be sure to include descriptions of the
sights, sounds and smells of the farm. To completely
describe your experience, include a map of the farm and a
sketch of the house.”
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May 6, 1853
Dear Parents:
....Our _____________ from each other was no small matter because then to go off and travel in
a strange world is something you think about but I am very happy I completed it. Our trip from
the house to Bremen lasted 6 days and it cost per person $10.00, on the ship from Bremen to
Galveston it took 8 ___________....
Texas is an excellent ______________ where the people can live well and I want to wish
that you all would be here then you have it better than in Germany. You don't know anything
about officials and no forest supervisors, then here in general each man has his own forest and
that is not difficult because the forest and land is not as expensive as in Germany each part.
Everybody is better here than in Germany. Good wages, good agriculture and the best is that
_____________ and _____________ raising and this all gives me a lot of pleasure. There is
only one thing here I do not like very much, that is the fever. I had to do with it too and every
new arrival gets it, but it is not so dangerous as one thinks because nobody dies from it unless
they have another sickness with it, which can happen. Otherwise Texas is an excellent country...
Now I want you to know how it is with wages and other things. The first time I was with
Herman Strack and then I worked for an American in a ___________...There I made monthly ten
dollars but I was there not longer than two months than I became with the fever. For two months
I didn't know anything about anything and I am God thanks again fresh and healthy and am now
with a farmer. I came there first of February and stayed with him 5 months. There I got $8.50 a
month and where I have better life as in Germany, good wages, clothing and groceries are _____________. Clothing has about the same price as in Germany. The groceries are not as
expensive since everybody can plant enough and cattle are here in mass. A farmer has 100-500
heads of cattle. He has less trouble with 100-500 than in Germany with 5 and 10. They do not
know about any pigs over here and that is why they are still very cheap. One cow with calf costs
$10/12 and one horse costs $30-120. Now you can think how it is here in Texas.
This all would give you lots of pleasure and with all that you have a much more peaceful
(quiet) life than in Germany. No one here knows about snow, but it gets cold, colder than in
Germany. When the north wind blows to us, it does not last long, not longer as about 4 or 5 days
then there are again such warm that one does not need a jacket.
Texas is here in this vicinity a ____________ country where one does not know much
about mountains. It is a little hilly here so much that it is easy for water to run off....

Word Box
Cheap
Flat
Mill
Cattle
Horse
Weeks
Country
Farewell
Wunderlich Farm Educator’s Packet
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PACK YOUR BAGS, MA! WE’RE
MOVIN’ TO TEXAS
OBJECTIVES:

The students will analyze information.
The student will use appropriate mathematical skills to
interpret social studies information.
The student will use a problem-solving process to identify a
problem and implement a solution.
The students will use a decision-making process to identify
a situation and take action to implement a decision.

MATERIALS:

Worksheet

PROCEDURE:

Each student will work independently to complete the
activity. After completion, share the individual lists with
the class.
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PACK YOUR BAGS, MA!
WE’RE MOVIN’ TO TEXAS
You are moving to a home in Texas! Your route will take you from Germany to New
Orleans and then by boat to Galveston. Your trip will continue up to Cypress Creek, your
new home!
Upon arriving in Galveston, you are told that not all items can be put on the wagon that
will take you to Cypress Creek. The man who is helping you explained about a point
system and handed your father a list of household items. All of the items on the list were
given a certain number of points, and the man said that you must not go over 75 points.
You and your family then sat down and decided which items should be taken to your new
farm.
On the attached sheet put a check beside each item you decide to take; then, add the
points. If the total is more than 75, you must decide which items to leave behind. Finally
write why you choose to take or leave each item on the list.
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NEW SETTLER CHECKLIST
Check

Item
Pair of oxen
Horse
Milk cow
5 lb. barrel of gunpowder
Plow
20 lb. bag of flour
10 lb. slab of bacon
10 gal. barrel of water
3 blankets
Kettle
Saddle
Guitar
Coil of Rope
Shovel
Compass
Cross-cut saw
Bullet mold
10 lbs. of lead for bullets
Canteen
Butcher knife
Candles
Rifle
Silver candlesticks
4 pairs of dungarees (pants)
2 pairs of overalls
Grandfather’s portrait
10 lbs. of sugar
2 cotton dresses
25 lbs. seed corn
2 bolts of cotton cloth
Your pet dog
10 lbs. of coffee
Spider skillet
Sharpening stone
4 pairs of boots
Butter churn
4 heavy coats
2 cotton shirts
20 lbs. of animal feed
The family Bible
Ax
Chest of silverware
Sewing kit

Points
15
15
15
4
10
7
5
7
3
5
10
4
1
2
1
1
3
5
2
2
2
5
3
4
4
5
5
3
5
3
1
5
3
1
5
5
5
3
7
2
2
3
2
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TELL ME A STORY
OBJECTIVES:

The student communicates in written, oral, and visual
forms.
The student will write for a variety of audiences, purposes,
and in a variety of forms.
The student applies standard grammar and usage to
communicate clearly and effectively in writing.

MATERIALS:

Handout of story starters

PROCEDURE:

The student will choose one of the story starters and write a
two-page story. Conclude the exercise by having a class
“read-around” with everyone sharing their story.
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TELL ME A STORY
STORY STARTERS
•
•
•
•
•
•

The chickens looked so happy when I saw them in the yard. It was hard to
believe they were worried about…
The family who lived at Wunderlich Farm saw many people traveling along the
road, but none were more odd than old Zeke. He was…
One day Leona was busy cooking in the kitchen when she looked up and saw
three chickens standing at the door. She was surprised when they said…
One morning the hogs gathered around the feed trough. Suddenly one hog said…
Three large cotton plants were standing tall in the field. Suddenly they saw Elisa
and Paul picking clean, white cotton off the plants in the next row. The tallest
plant said…
A flock of geese were flying over Wunderlich Farm when, looking down, they
saw…
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COMMENCE TO CYPHERING
OBJECTIVES:

The student will use appropriate mathematical skills to
interpret social studies information.

MATERIALS:

Worksheet

PROCEDURE:

Students will use basic math skills to complete the activity.

“Cyphering” is a 19th century term that refers to the basic mathematical applications of
addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. Parents in the 19th century hoped that
their children’s education consisted of, at the very least, reading and ciphering.
Reporting on the progress of his 12-year-old son in September 1855, Dr. Anson Jones
proudly wrote, “Charles Elliott commenced ciphering in fractions.”
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COMMENCE TO CYPHERING

1. If Peter Wunderlich built the Wunderlich farmhouse in 1891, how old is the house
today?
2. If Philip Wunderlich picked 95 pounds of cotton in 1 day, how many days would
it take Philip to pick 1 bale? Hint: 1 bale=400 pounds.
3. A team of oxen can pull their combined weight. If Bed weighs 2,002 pounds and
Abe weighs 2,067 pound, what is the total amount of weight they can pull?
4. If 24 eggs were collected every day for 1 week, how many dozen eggs would the
hens at Wunderlich Farm produce in 1 week?
5. Aunt Amanda Klein’s wagon wheels calls for 2eggs. If Leona made 1 order of
wagon wheels everyday for the month of October, how many eggs would she use?
How many dozen?
6. Elisa Wunderlich bought a bolt of blue calico fabric at the general store in
Houston. The bolt contained 25 yards of fabric and cost $15. How much was the
fabric per yard?
7. Mrs. Wunderlich’s dress pattern requires 7 yards of fabric and Dora’s skirt
requires 3 ½ yards. How many dresses could be made from one bolt of blue
calico? How many skirts could be made from one bolt?
8. If Elisa’s dress requires 7 yards of fabric, what is the cost of the dress?
9. The Wunderlich Farm is located 30 miles from Houston. If a fully loaded ox cart
averaged 2 mph, how long would it take Mr. Wunderlich to reach Houston? How
long would the round trip take?
10. A sold a farm of 320 acres at 36 dollars an acre; B sold one of 244 acres at 48 dollars an
acre; which received the greater sum, and how much?
11. Two persons start from the same point and travel in opposite directions, one at the rate of
35 miles a day, and the other 29 miles a day: how far apart will they be in 16 days?
12. A merchant tailor bought 14 bales of cloth, each bale containing 26 pieces, and each
piece 43 yards; how many yards of cloth did he buy?
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13. If a man has an income of 3700 dollars a year, and his daily expenses are 4 dollars; what
will he save in a year, or 365 days?
14. A man sold three houses; for the first he received 2475 dollars, for the second 840 dollars
less than he received for the first, and for the third as much as for the other two; what did
he receive for the three?
15. A man sets out to travel from Albany to Buffalo, a distance of 336 miles, and walks 28
miles a day for 10 days; how far is he from Buffalo?
16. Mr. C bought 14 cows at 23 dollars each, 7 horses at 96 dollars each, 34 oxen at 57
dollars each, and 300 sheep at 2 dollars each; he sold the whole bunch for 3842 dollars;
what did he gain?
17. A drover bought 164 head of cattle at 36 dollars a head, and 850 sheep at 3 dollars a
head; what did he pay for all?
18. A banker has an income of 14,760 dollars a year; he pays 1575 dollars for house rent, and
four times as much for family expenses; what does he save annually?
19. A flour merchant bought 936 barrels of flour at 9 dollars a barrel; he sold 480 barrels at
10 dollars a barrel, and the remainder at 8 dollars a barrel; what did he gain or lose?
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APPENDIX A
Historical Background for the Teacher
During the past twenty-five years the Klein area has been rapidly transformed from a quiet rural
area farmed by descendants of 19th century German immigrants into a bustling suburb of the
nation's fourth largest city. Though the land has undergone tremendous change, memories and
remains of the early people and their communities can still be found. The community of Klein
still vigorously preserves much of its German heritage.
The Klein community received its name from one of the earliest German immigrants, Adam
Klein. Adam was born in Stuttgart, Germany in 1826. He was a cloth weaver by profession, and
as a young man became involved in the liberal movement for reform which swept over Germany
in the 1840's. By 1848 the reform movement had been frustrated by the growing conservative
reaction. In order to avoid the German draft and escape the repercussions of his liberal politics,
Adam Klein went to Switzerland for a time and then decided to immigrate to America. He
persuaded the girl he loved, Friederika Klenk, to marry him and help him begin a new life in
America.
A sailing vessel they embarked on was headed for Baltimore, Maryland; but a hurricane blew the
ship off course, and it landed in Cuba! Adam and Frieda were half dead and half starved. They
rested and recuperated from their Atlantic crossing before making their way to New Orleans.
This was the time of the 1849 gold rush to California, and Adam Klein thought he would go west
to make his fortune. He left his young bride to work for a Creole family in New Orleans, and he
left on the long wagon train for the gold fields of California. In California, Adam staked out a
successful claim at Sutter's creek, where the gold which began the '49 rush had first been found.
After collecting a large amount of the valuable dust, Adam decided to sell out and come settle in
Texas. On his way to Texas from California, some of the gold he had in his saddle bags was
stolen, but Adam Klein was able to arrive safely in Galveston with some of his treasure.
After having Frieda join him from New Orleans, Adam planned to join other German families in
Washington County. While waiting in Houston during the winter rainy season, however, the
Kleins became acquainted with some Germans in Houston. Several good offers for land were
made. Adam could have bought land at the foot of Main Street, where the old Rice Hotel now
stands, for 25 cents an acre, but the Kleins decided to buy 640 acres in northwest Harris County
for 33 1/2 cents an acre. Adam built a large house and operated a cotton gin and later a gristmill.
Other German immigrants were also moving into the lands surrounding Big Cypress Creek. In
1848 Herman Strack brought his family from Feudingen, Prussia to farm the rich Texas soil.
Herman was the eldest of five sons, all of whom eventually settled in northwest Harris County.
Descendants of the early Stracks still are important vegetable growers for Harris County. In the
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period before the Civil War, other families such as the Brautigams, Roths, Kaisers, Theisses,
Wunderlichs, Hasslers, Krahns, Lemms, Haudes, and Klebs farmed, ranched, and began to
establish a strong German community.
The American Civil War touched the lives of many of these new settlers. For a time, Adam
Klein returned to his cloth-weaving profession and wove cloth for the Southern soldiers. Some
of the boys fought in Louisiana. Some fought at Vicksburg and walked back to Texas after the
Southern defeat there. Some men worked in a gunpowder mill near Spring Creek. The mill
exploded in 1864, killing Peter Wunderlich, Adolf Hillegeist, and William Bloecher. Herman
Strack, a blacksmith in Prussia before becoming a Texas farmer, was commissioned to make
spurs and bridles for the southern army.
When peace returned after the Civil War, the German-Texans of northwest Harris County again
focused on their land and families. Early immigrants were joined by others seeking freedom
from the wars and turmoil of Bismarckian Germany. The Benfers, Doerres, Brills, Ehrhardts,
Hildebrandts, and many others settled on tracts of land in the area.
The Christian faith of the early German immigrants helped sustain them throughout the many
hardships of pioneer life. For many years the settlers around Big Cypress Creek attended Salem
Lutheran Church about fifteen miles northwest of Rose Hill. The church was organized in 1852
and is the oldest Lutheran congregation in Texas. In 1874, Adam Klein, Jacob Theiss, Jost
Wunderlich, Henry Kaiser, Henry Benfer, Henry Bernshausen, William Lemm and John Brill
formed Trinity Lutheran Church as a place of worship for the German families in their area. The
church became an important part of the spiritual and social life of the growing community. The
church's school continued to educate the children of the immigrants in spiritual and moral truths
as well as in their German heritage and in patriotic appreciation for their new homeland.
Lessons were taught in both English and German for many years, and the school continues to
have a strong German program today.
As the community grew, Adam Klein thought a post office was needed. When he wrote to
Washington, D.C. and asked that a post office be established in the area, the government
consented in 1884 and named the post office after Adam Klein. It was in this way that the Klein
community acquired its name. The post office's first mail carrier, Mr. Richey, delivered the mail
on a donkey.
Farming and raising cattle were the main occupations of these early settlers. Most people in the
area went to Houston about once a month to sell their crops and buy needed goods at Houston's
Market Square. It was an eight hour trip, one way, so business in Houston usually took two
days, with the family camping out over-night along the way. "Drummers" from the Houston
markets would come out to meet the farmers to persuade them to take their cotton or produce to a
particular buyer. "Drumming" up business was important, since you were more likely to buy
your groceries where you sold your produce.
Until the stock law came in 1933, cattle were grazed on the open range. There was a lot of open
land back in the woods as well as open prairie for the cattle to roam on. In the earlier days cattle
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were not sold butchered, but cattle buyers would drive the cattle to the railroads. When cattle
had to be rounded up, it usually took a day or two. Trained dogs always helped in that chore.
Besides cattle, there were also a lot of sheep raised in the earlier days.
The freedom and beauty of the land provided its own forms of entertainment to the German
settlers. Ducks and geese were plentiful; occasionally a swan would be seen. There was squirrel
hunting, with dogs trained to tree the squirrels. Rabbits were also plentiful. The boys sold the
furs of possum and coons to earn their spending money. Fishing trips to the rivers often became
family outings. Everything was open. You could hunt and ride horseback on anybody's
property. Ernest Strack, born in 1901 and a descendant of Herman Strack, reflected back, "I
lived in such a free society. Generations now will never know what a great blessing it was. It
was real nice. I love to think back to those days 'cause there was everything open, and we were
really free. There were few laws governing you. Now you can't hardly put a hook in the water
without a license. You can't hunt without a license." As civilization moves in tighter, you need
more rules and regulations to keep order.
The quiet, rural life enjoyed by the original German settlers to the Klein area is rapidly
vanishing. With the opening of Houston's Intercontinental Airport north of Houston in 1966, and
the transfer of many oil-related businesses to the Houston area, real estate developers began to
look at the land of northwest Harris County and the Klein area as rich in potential for suburban
growth. By 1977, the Wall Street Journal declared the area the fastest growing residential
community in the United States. A new wave of immigrants had come to Klein!
In the midst of this rapid suburban development and expansion, the Klein Independent School
District has sought to preserve the elements of the region's German heritage. The Klein I.S.D.
was formed in 1938 from an earlier Rural High School. Today it provides a balanced
instructional program for over 25,000 students. With three high schools, six intermediate
schools, and seventeen elementary schools, Klein I.S.D. recognizes the importance to the
community of the original German settlers by naming its schools after the various German
families who first came to the area. In 1988 the Klein, Texas Historical Foundation was
established by the Board of Trustees of the Klein Independent School District as a non-profit
Texas corporation. Operation of the Klein museum, including the Wunderlich farm, at Doerre
Intermediate, is an important part of the Klein, Texas Historical Foundation's activities. Each
spring the Historical Foundation also sponsors a "Deutschfest" with German food, music,
singing, dancing, and "Gemütlichkeit" to recognize the community's early history and heritage.
Though descendants of the German families in the Klein area are now often scientists, lawyers,
engineers, or pop singers as well as farmers and ranchers, they still cherish a strong sense of
community and family. Reunions of the various families have become frequent occurrences, and
several families have made contacts and visited with relatives in Germany.
Adam Klein would probably be surprised to see the Klein area today. The post office bearing his
name was disbanded long ago, but a new U.S. Post Office was built in 1983 which has "Klein,
Texas" as its address. Much of the past is still with us.
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APPENDIX B
FAMILIES OF THE KLEIN SCHOOLS
BENFER
Henry Benfer and his wife Elizabeth came from Westfalen, Germany in late 1866. They bought
about 200 acres of land in the Klein area and began farming. Henry later became one of the
founders of Trinity Lutheran Church. There are about 300 living descendants of Henry Benfer
today.
BENIGNUS
Brothers Ludwig Wilhelm Benignus and Johann “Louis” Benignus and their families came to
Texas in 1874. Wilhelm became homesick and returned to Germany and was buried there.
Descendants of these brothers lived in the current Forest North and Wind Rose area of Klein.
Louis was a farmer and vinedresser. He made wine from the grapes and sold it to area churches.
BRILL
Johannes Brill, another charter member of Trinity Lutheran Church, and his wife Anna
Elizabeth, sailed from Prussia to America in 1873. The Brills had been friends with the
Hildebrandts in Germany; and the Hildebrandts, who had come to Texas earlier, had encouraged
the Brills to come to Texas. Besides farming, John Brill also raised cattle. His brand was a
sledgehammer, and family records show that in 1888 he paid $310 for 30 head of cattle.
DOERRE
Carl and Edward Doerre immigrated to Texas in the 1870's from Saxony, Germany. Though
Carl never married, Edward married Mary Klein in the 1880's. The couple was blessed with four
children. They purchased 320 acres from Mary's dad, John Klein. When the people of the Klein
Community wanted to build a public elementary and high school in 1931, the Doerre land was
considered a central location. Herbert Doerre, Carl's grandson, sold 10 acres with the stipulation
that the land always be used for educational purposes. This is the land where the Klein
administration offices are now.
EHRHARDT
Fritz Ehrhardt was born in Hesse, Germany and came to America in 1880 at the age of 23. Some
of his relatives had probably come to Texas earlier and settled in the Bammel area. In 1885,
Fritz married Louisa Strack. Several schools have been located on land originally purchased by
Fritz Ehrhardt. The earliest was the Oak Grove School, built in the 1880's.
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EILAND
Four Eiland brothers moved to the southern portion of Klein ISD in the 1930’s. Their
grandfather, Tom Eiland, was of German heritage and his forefathers first settled in the English
colony of Virginia as early as 1663. Members of the Eiland family migrated through Alabama
before settling in Texas. Brothers Emory, Otis, Wm. Nolan, and Curtis established themselves as
leaders in the development of the Klein community.
FRANK
Martin Frank arrived in Texas in 1850 at the age of three with his parents, but shortly thereafter
was orphaned. After living with other families in the Lynchburg and Rosehill areas, Martin
moved to Klein in the 1870’s. Martin married Emilie Theiss and they had 5 children before her
death in 1886. Eleven children were born during his second marriage to Philippine Krimmel.
Martin Frank farmed and raised cattle until his death in 1922. Today Frank Family members own
several businesses in the Klein area.
HASSLER
The Hassler family in Germany has been traced as far back as 1750. On July 25, 1858, Maria
Katherina Wunderlich married Wilhelm Hassler in the church in Birkalbach, Germany. In the
next two years, the couple had two children, Heinrich and Friedrich Wilhelm. In 1861, the
Hassler family immigrated to Texas. During the Atlantic crossing, baby Friedrich died and had to
be buried at sea; it was a loss that Maria Katherina felt the rest of her life. In Texas, the Hasslers
settled in the Big Cypress area and began farming, but Wilhelm Hassler died of a fever in 1863
or 1864. In 1865, Katherina married Heinrich Kaiser, a veteran of the Civil War, and they had
several children of their own together while also raising Heinrich Hassler. Descendants of
Heinrich continue to live in the Klein Community.
HAUDE
Charles Julius and Bertha Haude arrived in America in 1851 with their two children, Louise and
Herman. A third child, Henry, was born shortly thereafter. The Haudes lived in Galveston until
1855 when they purchased 281 1/2 acres of land in the Klein area for cattle and farming. The
land was located near Interstate 45 and Louetta and was purchased for $2 an acre. The land
grant was signed by then governor of Texas, Sam Houston, in 1861. Charles had been a doctor
in Prussia, and Bertha had been a midwife, but in America they mainly earned their living by
farming. Charles could speak French, German, English, and Spanish, and when he first came to
Texas earned fees as a translator.
HILDEBRANDT
Johann Hildebrandt brought his wife and five sons to the Klein area from Prussia in 1873. The
family was seeking freedom from the heavy taxation, compulsory draft, and harsh rule of Kaiser
Wilhelm. Shortly after arriving in Texas, however, Johann died from a heat stroke. Johann's
sons established families and farms for themselves. One son, John, built a house near the present
railroad crossing on Hildebrandt road and operated a nearby sawmill. His grandson, Paul, raises
cattle on the family property. Paul sold the school district the land on which to build the present
Hildebrandt Intermediate.

Wunderlich Farm Educator’s Packet

Page 28

KAISER
Henry Kaiser was born on September 9, 1825 in Hesse, Germany. In 1856 he and his first wife,
Elizabeth, joined the Brautigams and thirteen other families in coming to Texas. Landing in
Galveston, the families used smaller boats to come up Buffalo Bayou to Allen's landing in
Houston. While Henry was serving in the Civil War, his first wife died of the fever. In 1865
widower Henry Kaiser married widow Katherina Wunderlich Hassler. One of the Kaiser’s sons,
Emil, and his family, moved to the Spring/Westfield area, and a school was located on their
property.
KLEB
Andrew Kleb, born in 1856, grew up near New Kentucky, where his grandfather, Conrad Kleb,
had come to settle years before. In 1890, the year before he married Victoria Kriegel, Andrew
built a three room house, which later had additions made to it. Andrew and Victoria Kleb had
seven children. In 1907 the Klebs moved to the Klein Community and began farming the area
near hooks airport.
KLEIN
Adam Klein was born in Oberndorf, Germany on July 23, 1826. As a young man he became
frustrated by the failure of political reform in Europe, and in 1848 he set sail for America with
his young bride, Friederika Klenk. Though headed for Baltimore, Maryland, the ship was blown
off course in a hurricane and landed in Cuba. Finally the couple managed to make it to New
Orleans. The year was 1849, and when Adam heard of gold in California, he went out to stake
his claim. Adam and Frieda later settled in northwest Harris country, where they bought 640
acres for 33 1/2 cents an acre. Besides farming, the family operated a cotton gin and a grist mill.
As settlements grew in the area, Adam Klein thought a post office was needed. When he wrote
to Washington and asked that a post office be established in the area, the government consented
and named the post office after Adam Klein. It was in this way the community acquired its
name.
KLENK
In 1874, the brothers Christian, Carl, and Gottlieb immigrated to Texas, where Aunt Fredericka
Klenk had settled with her husband Adam Klein years before. Gottlieb was killed by a mule
kicking him, and Carl later moved his family of ten children to Wichita Falls, Texas. The Klenks
of the Klein community are descendants of Christian Klenk. In 1876 Christian married
Fredericka Zwink at Trinity Lutheran Church. Christian helped build the original church
building and was one of its first members. Christian owned about 450 acres of land, including
the four corners where Kuykendahl and Spring-Cypress cross. Besides farming, Christian also
did carpentry work, including the building of wooden coffins. His daughter Rosa often sewed
the coffin linings.
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KRAHN
Frederick Krahn came from Burgenbuch, Poznen, Germany in 1860 to Galveston. With him
were his wife Anna, his sons August and William, and his daughter. Anna died less than ten
years after arrival, and Frederick married Elizabeth. The couple had one child named
Fredericka. It is uncertain exactly where the first Krahns settled in Texas, but was in northwest
Harris County, probably in the Cypress area.
KREINHOP
August Kreinhop and his wife Dorothea were the first members of the Kreinhop family to settle
in this area. They owned about 250 acres of land that is located very close to Kreinhop
Elementary. A street south of FM 2920 is named Kreinhop Road. Their family home, first
located near Favel and Spring-Stuebner Rd., was sold to the Hildebrandt family and has been relocated to the Wunderlich Farm museum complex.
KRIMMEL
Karl and Philippine Krimmel came to Texas in 1846 with four children, making them one of the
early settlers in the Big Cypress (Klein Community) area. The old Krimmel homestead was
located on the southwest corner of Spring Cypress and Klein Cemetery roads. Three Krimmel
children married three Kuehnle children.
KUEHNLE
There are two branches of the Kuehnle family who came and settled in the area at different
times. The earliest Kuehnles were from Eichenkernberg, Germany and came in the 1850's. The
second group of Kuehnles came from Wittenberg, Germany in the 1870's. Research has not
revealed any connection between the Kuehnle branches, though their villages are in the same
general area of Germany.
LEMM
In the early 1840's, Wilhelm Lemm came to Texas from Germany. In 1854, Wilhelm married
Henrietta Horn, and the couple settled on Wilhelm's homesteaded land near Spring, Texas.
Wilhelm received his land while Texas was still a Republic and Sam Houston was President.
Wilhelm went on to fight in the Civil War and also became a charter member of the Trinity
Lutheran Church. He died in 1880, but members of the Lemm family still live in Wilhelm's old
home.
MCDOUGLE
George McDougle was one of the first settlers in the Klein area, arriving in Texas by 1853.
George McDougle was born in Hanover, Virginia and married Jane Laughlin of Louisiana in
1823. George joined others coming to Texas seeking opportunities for land and raising cattle.
George McDougle settled north of Cypress Creek on what is now Stuebner Airline Road, near
the current Five Forks Road. For a time in 1839, George enlisted in the Texas Rangers.
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METZLER
The family patriarch, Jacob John Metzler, along with second wife Elisabeth Arnold and their five
children, emigrated sometime prior to February 15, 1847 from Germany to a new colony near
Galveston. Upon arrival they discovered that arrangements had not been made to provide them
with the expected land. They traveled deeper into the state and ended up in the Klein area.
MITTELSTÄDT
Carl Theodore Wilhelm Mittelstädt arrived in the U.S.A. in 1869 with his wife Wilhilmene and 5
of their 6 children. They had lived in Semlow, Franzburg County, which today is in the northern
East Germany. The house they built still exists. Today there are almost 2000 direct descendants
of these original Mittlestädt immigrants.
NITSCH
John Nitsch, born in Koenigsburg, Germany, January 27, 1860, arrived in Galveston in 1885. By
trade he was a pastry cook, but after moving to the Klein area, he began farming corn, potatoes,
and cotton. Produce would be taken by wagon to the Farmer's Market in Houston, and the round
trip would take two days. John married Hedwig Lentz, and the couple had five children.
ROTH
Henry Roth, Sr., born in 1824, moved from Feudingen, Wesfallen, Germany to the Klein area
with his wife Ana and his son Heinrich, Jr. in 1854. Settling on land in and around what is now
the Bridgestone subdivision, the Roths farmed, raised cattle, and owned a cotton gin and a
sawmill. Henry, Jr. married Julia Wichman, and the couple had ten children. Rhodes Road is
named after the Roths; the non-German people in the area often mispronounced the "Roth" name
as "Rhodes."
SCHINDEWOLF
Johann Reinhard Schindewolf married Maria Magdalena Hildebrandt in 1873 in Frankershausen,
Germany. That same year, several members of Maria Hildebrandt’s family immigrated to Texas.
Before Johann’s death in 1888, Johann and Maria had three children together: Elissa, Klous Otto,
and George. After her husband’s death, Maria Schindewolf brought her three children to settle in
Texas. Elissa later married and moved to California. Otto married Emma Hildebrandt and raised
a family of five children in Westfield. George married Annie Strack and raised seven children in
the Klein community.
SCHULTZ
According to the U.S. Census records, Herman Schultz came from Germany with his
grandmother Hannah Olstan, in 1872, when he was six years old. He had been born in Germany
on December 25, 1865. Nothing is known about Herman's parents or the circumstances
surrounding his coming to the U.S.A. Herman Schultz first married Katherine Mueller, and the
couple had eight children. When Katie Mueller died, Herman married Elizabeth Kreinhop
Mittelstaedt; they also had eight children. Among Herman's sixteen children were three sets of
twins. As with most families in the area, the Schultzes were farmers, raising cotton and corn as
well as a few hogs and cattle.
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STRACK
Herman Strack was the oldest of five sons who came to Texas from Prussia in 1848. He was a
blacksmith who turned to farming, purchasing land near Cypress Creek. The land was part of
two of the original 1836 Republic of Texas grants. The family continues to farm the land first
purchased by Herman Strack.
THEISS
In 1846, the same year Texas became part of the United States, Johann Heinrich Theiss arrived
in Indianola with his wife Katherina Theiss and four children. The family was from Bottenhorn,
Germany, about 100 miles from Frankfurt. Johann purchased 200 acres of land near Rosehill for
$1.00 per acre. Besides farming, Johann and his sons also found work as builders. Many of the
homes in the area were built by them. The house Henry built for his family is still standing and is
now part of the Tomball Museum Complex. In 1850, Henry and his son John became founders of
Salem Lutheran Church. Johann's oldest son, Jacob Theiss, moved his family to the Klein area in
1854, purchasing 557 acres of land for $700. Jacob and his wife Elizabeth had ten children. In
1874, Jacob was one of the founders of Trinity Lutheran Church.
WUNDERLICH
In the 1850's, two Wunderlich brothers, Peter and Jost, came to Texas from Germany, seeking
freedom of religion and better living conditions. By 1861 the two brothers were joined by their
sister, Katherina Wunderlich Hassler, and her husband Wilhem. Peter homesteaded land, and in
1861 he was granted title to 577 acres. In 1864, during the Civil War, Peter was fatally burned in
a gunpowder explosion near Spring Creek. Peter and his wife Katherina (was a Hofius) had six
children. Their descendants have continued to farm the land for over 100 years. In the early
1870's Jost Wunderlich bought 100 acres of land on the west side of Kuykendahl Road, between
Spring-Cypress and Rhodes Rd. Bridgestone West subdivision is on this land today.
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APPENDIX C
SUPPLEMENTAL READING
SUGGESTIONS
PICTURE BOOKS
Bunting, Eve
Dandelions, Illustrated by Greg Shed, 1995.
Helldorfer, Mary-Claire
Hog Music, Illustrated by S.D.Schindler, 2000.
Turner, Ann Warren
Sewing Quilts, Illustrated by Thomas B. Allen, 1994.
Wilder, Laura Ingalls
Christmas In the Big Woods, Illustrated by Renee Graef, 1995.
Dance at Grandpa’s, Illustrated by Renee Graef, 1994
Going to Town, Illustrated by Renee Graef, 1995
Winter Days in the Big Woods, Illustrated by Renee Graef, 1994.
EASY FICTION
AMERICAN GIRL SERIES (The “Kirsten” books written by Janet Beeler Shaw, illustrated by
Renee Graef)
Changes for Kirsten: A Winter Story, 1988.
Happy Birthday, Kirsten! A Springtime Story, 1987.
Meet Kirsten, an American Girl, 1986.
Kirsten Learns a Lesson: A School Story, 1986
Kirsten on the Trail, 1999.
Kirsten Saves the Day: A Summer Story, 1998.
Kirsten’s Surprise: A Christmas Story, 1986.
Howard, Ellen
The Chickenhouse, Illustrated by Nancy Oleksa, 1991.
Moss, Marissa
Rachel’s Journal: The Story of a Pioneer Girl, 1998.
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Osborne, Mary Pope
Ghost Town at Sundown, Illustrated by Sal Murdocca, 1997.
Weidt, Maryann N.
Wild Bill Hickok, Illustrated by Steve Casino, 1992.
Hughes, Holly
Hoofbeats of Danger, 1999.
Hulme, Joy N.
Through the Open Door
Irwin, Hadley
Jim Dandy
Karr, Kathleen
Oh, Those Harper Girls, or Young and Dangerous, 1992.
Ketchum, Liza
Orphan Journey Home, Illustrated by C. B. Mordan, 2000
Kimmel, Elizabeth Cody
In the Eve of the Storm, Illustrated by Scott Snow, 2003.
Kurtz, Jane
I’m Sorry, Almira Ann
Lawlor, Laurie
Addie’s Dakota Winter
Addie’s Forever Friend, Illustrated by Helen Cogancherry, 1997.
Addie’s Long Summer, illustrated by Toby Gowing, 1992.
Adventure on the Wilderness Road, 1775, 1999.
George on His Own, Illustrated by Toby Gowing, 1993.
Gold in the Hills, 1995.
West Along the Wagon Road, 1852, 1998.
Lightfoot, D.J
Trail Fever: The Life of a Texas Cowboy
Liles, Maurine Walpole
Kitty of Blossom Prairie, Illustrated by Pat Finney, 1992.
Love, D. Anne
Bess’s Log Cabin Quilt
A Year Without Rain, 2000.
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MacBride, Roger Lea
In the Land of the Big Red Apple, Illustrated by David Gilleece, 1995.
Little Farm in the Ozarks, Illustrated by David Gilleece, 1994
Little House on Rocky Ridge, Illustrated by David Gilleece, 1993.
New Dawn on Rocky Ridge, Illustrated by Dan Andreasen. 1997.
On the Other Side of the Hill, Illustrated by David Gilleece, 1995
MacLachlan, Patricia
Sarah, Plain and Tall, 1985.
Skylark, 1994.
McClung, Robert M.
Hugh Glass, Mountain Man, 1990.
Meyer, Carolyn
Where the Broken Heart Still Beats: The Story of Cynthia Ann Parker, 1992.
Moeri, Louise
The Devil of Ol’ Rosie, 2001.
Murphy, Jim
West to a Land of Plenty: The Diary of Teresa Angelino Viscardi, 1998.
The Longest Ride, 1999.
Paulsen, Gary
Call Me Francis Tucket, 1995
Mr. Tucket, 1994.
Tucket’s Gold, 1999.
Tucket’s Home, 2000.
Wilder, Laura Ingalls
On the Banks of Plum Creek, 1937.
Wilkes, Maria D.
Little Town at the Crossroads, Illustrated by Dan Andreasen, 1997.
Little Clearing in the Woods, Illustrated by Dan Andreasen, 1998.
Wisler, G. Clifton
Jericho’s Journey, 1993.
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APPENDIX D
KLEIN RECIPES AND HOUSEHOLD
HINTS
DESSERTS
FRUIT COOKIES
2 cups sugar
1 teaspoon all kinds of spices
1/2 cup butter or shortening
2 level teaspoons of soda
4 eggs 1/2 cup wine
2 tablespoons hot water
1/2 cup syrup
2 cups flour
Cream together sugar and butter. Add eggs, beating well after each. Add remaining ingredients
and mix well.
2 cups chopped nuts
1 pound dates
2 cups raisins
2 cups flour
Mix nuts, raisins, and dates together in 2 more cups of flour. Add more flour of needed. Add to
cookie mixture and mix well. Drop in greased cookie sheet at 3000.
Mrs. Milton Kleb

AUNT AMANDA KLEIN'S WAGON WHEELS
These large sugar cookies have been a favorite in the Klein family for years. The recipe makes a
large quantity - essential for the 10 or so children often in the Klein families.
1 pound butter
1 pound powdered sugar
2 eggs
2 teaspoons vanilla
2 teaspoons soda
2 teaspoons cream of tartar
5 cups flour
Cream butter and sugar. Add eggs and vanilla. Mix well. Mix in dry ingredients. It's not a stiff
dough, so you may like to chill the dough before rolling it out. Roll on floured pastry sheet and
cut into cookies. Bake at 350° until light brown. Makes about 7 dozen.
Mrs. W.F. Halley, Jr.
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CANE SYRUP COOKIES
Many families raised sugar cane. A syrup mill owned by the "Negro Jeffrey" used to be located
where Klein High School now is. A team of horses turned the wheels which pressed the sugar
cane into vats. The juice was then heated until it formed a syrup. Besides as a sauce for breads
and baked items, syrup was used to make taffy, cookies, dipped peanuts, and popcorn balls (with
home-grown popcorn). Of course, when empty of syrup, syrup buckets made excellent lunch
pails for the school children.
Cream thoroughly:
1/2 cup butter
Add:
1 egg
1 pinch cinnamon
1/3 cup cane syrup
Cream all this together.
Sift:
2 1/4 cups flour
1/4 teaspoon salt

1/2 cup sugar
1/2 teaspoon vanilla
1 pinch nutmeg

1/4 teaspoon baking powder
1/2 teaspoon soda

Mix all these ingredients together. Drop by teaspoon onto greased baking pan. Flatten with fork
dipped in cold water. Bake in 350° over 10 minutes.
Mrs. Milton Kleb

WAR CAKE
This recipe was given to Agatha Krahn by her sister-in-law Louise Miertshin, during World War
II. Because of the sugar shortage during the war, the cake itself contains no sugar!
1 cup syrup
1 cup sour milk
1/2 teaspoon each of cloves and nutmeg
1 teaspoon soda
1/2 cup each of chopped nuts and raisins
2 1/2 cups of flour
Bake in layers and cover with icing.

1/2 cup butter
1 teaspoon cinnamon
pinch of salt

In place of icing, Lil Krahn remembers her mother-in-law, Agatha Krahn, using blackberry
preserves.
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FRESH APPLE CAKE
2 sticks oleo, softened
2 eggs, well beaten
1 cup white sugar
1/2 teaspoon salt
3 cups tart apples, peeled and chopped

2 teaspoons vanilla
1 cup brown sugar
1 1/2 teaspoons soda
3 cups sifted flour

Blend oleo, vanilla, and eggs. Add dry ingredients. Mix well. Add apples. Dough will be stiff.
Pat into a 10 x 18 pan. Sprinkle with pecans. Bake in preheated oven at 350o.
Sprinkle with powdered sugar when done. Let cool before removing from pan.
Carrie Lemm

MAKING SOAP:
"GRANDMA" AGATHA KRAHN'S OLD WAY TO MAKE SOAP
OUTDOORS IN A KETTLE
Start kettle on fire.
Put 1 12 quart bucket of water and three cans of lye in kettle, dissolving the lye in the water.
Add 1 1/2 gallons of old grease (bacon grease which has been strained and collected in old syrup
cans).
Keep the fire built up and cook slowly. When the kettle's contents begin to bubble and boil over,
add a little bit of water. Keep adding water gradually whenever it boils until 3 12 quart buckets
of water have been added to the first bucket of water (after 2 12 quart buckets of water are in the
kettle, about midways through, add 1 bar of old soap when the kettle is boiling good).
Watch fire constantly and cook slowly until the soap thickens like honey (about 4-5 hours). Let
the soap sit overnight in the kettle. By morning it should be hard.
Take the back of a hand saw, cut the soap in hunks, and place it on a bench in the smokehouse to
dry.
Soap was made anytime during the year; but it was usually made when 1/3 of the old batch was
still left, so the new soap could set awhile until used.

HOME REMEDIES:
For chest problems:
Combine lemon juice, sugar and whiskey. Take a tablespoonful, cover up in bed and sweat it
out.
Combine sugar and 3 drops of turpentine. Take as needed, then cover up in bed and sweat it out.
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Mustard plaster for stomach virus:
Combine dry mustard with egg whites into a past (the egg whites prevent blistering). Apply to
stomach and cover with a cloth.
Lineament for aches and pains:
Combine kerosene, turpentine and raw eggs and rub on sore areas.
To avoid catching a contagious disease:
When going into a home to help out in illness, especially a contagious one, chew a small clove of
garlic and keep it in your mouth as long as around the sick person. Also, a clove of garlic can be
chopped and put in a thin cloth and worn around the neck.
Poultice for a bad cut:
Cook cornmeal mush until thick. Add turpentine. Make poultice and apply hot to affected area.
When mixture cools, reheat and place back on infected area.
Sick children:
Castor oil and calomel usually cured most ailments.
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APPENDIX E
EXCERPTS FROM PETER
WUNDERLICH LETTERS
When several Klein families began traveling to Germany to research their family's roots, they were able to meet
many relatives who had remained in Germany while their kinsmen became immigrants to Texas. On one such trip,
they learned about several letters found in the attic of the old Wunderlich home in Weide, Germany...letters written
by Peter Wunderlich shortly after he arrived in Texas. Excerpts of these letters, translated into English from the
original Old German script, are printed below. These copies were furnished to the Klein Historical Foundation by
Roger Wunderlich.

May 6, 1853
Dear Parents:
....Our farewell from each other was no small matter because then to go off and travel in a
strange world is something you think about but I am very happy I completed it. Our trip from
the house to Bremen lasted 6 days and it cost per person $10.00, on the ship from Bremen to
Galveston it took 8 weeks....
Texas is an excellent country where the people can live well and I want to wish that you
all would be here then you have it better than in Germany. You don't know anything about
officials and no forest supervisors, then here in general each man has his own forest and that is
not difficult because the forest and land is not as expensive as in Germany each part. Everybody
is better here than in Germany. Good wages, good agriculture and the best is that cattle and
horse raising and this all gives me a lot of pleasure. There is only one thing here I do not like
very much, that is the fever. I had to do with it too and every new arrival gets it, but it is not so
dangerous as one thinks because nobody dies from it unless they have another sickness with it,
which can happen. Otherwise Texas is an excellent country...
Now I want you to know how it is with wages and other things. The first time I was with
Herman Strack and then I worked for an American in a mill...There I made monthly ten dollars
but I was there not longer than two months than I became with the fever. For two months I didn't
know anything about anything and I am God thanks again fresh and healthy and am now with a
farmer. I came there first of February and stayed with him 5 months. There I got $8.50 a month
and where I have better life as in Germany, good wages, clothing and groceries are cheap.
Clothing has about the same price as in Germany. The groceries are not as expensive since
everybody can plant enough and cattle are here in mass. A farmer has 100-500 heads of cattle.
He has less trouble with 100-500 than in Germany with 5 and 10. They do not know about any
pigs over here and that is why they are still very cheap. One cow with calf costs $10/12 and one
horse costs $30-120. Now you can think how it is here in Texas.
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This all would give you lots of pleasure and with all that you have a much more peaceful
(quiet) life than in Germany. No one here knows about snow, but it gets cold, colder than in
Germany. When the north wind blows to us, it does not last long, not longer as about 4 or 5 days
then there are again such warm that one does not need a jacket.
Texas is here in this vicinity a flat country where one does not know much about
mountains. It is a little hilly here so much that it is easy for water to run off....
January 8, 1854
Dear Parents:
...you write to me that my departure and saying good-bye was very hard and painful and your
thoughts followed me. I am sorry about that because I also experienced what it means to depart
and say good-bye to father and mother. You probably think this was all easy for me, that it is not
because the farewell and good-bye saying was very hard on me and I cried. I thought we can not
stay together all of our lives and I thought I had to make my life better and I am glad that I
succeeded and I would be very happy if you all could be here because I have everything better
here than if I had stayed in Germany. I could not have made so much money and I do not think
that I will long to go back to Germany...
January 18, 1855
Dear Parents:
...Now I want to write to you from the building of the house. That is completely different from
the way you do it. Here the trees are 12-15 inches thick and on two sides will be honed at both
corners then put one on top of the other until it is 12-15 feet high, or even higher. The roof is
made out of wood. For that we use the most beautiful and thickest fir trees and cut 2 or 3 feet
long then they are split half inch split. These are put side by side and the half of one length over
the other until there are three layers...
April 13, 1857
Dear Parents:
...Dear Father you write also about the feeding and several other things and ask me these
questions which I want to answer now, I would prefer much more if I could talk to you about it.
This will not be possible very well but I am glad that we are able to write about everything which
will, thank God, in the future more than we have done so far. You asked if the cattle here in the
winter is outside in the winter too. Yes all cattle here is in the winter on the pasture. Only the
ones who work, the oxen and the horses who pull wagon and riding horses are fed. If we do not
use them they run around free too. The other animals roam free and if the winter is not too cold
they are fat all year round. In summer time they are so fat here like it is in Germany when it is
only force fed....
You write also about the fence. A fence is made of thick fir trees that are split then holds
8 to 10 years, but when they are from oak trees it lasts 15 years and maybe longer, but this sort of
oak in our district are not very frequent, the fir is. A lot of fir is here. We made oak wood for
other things too. How many rings in a tree? A tree from 1 1/2 foot diameter has 70-80 rings, I
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heard it say that each tree here gets 2 rings a year. The planting of trees by humans is not done
here but the wood grows faster than in Germany even with a forester sitting behind each tree...I
wish you could come here once and see the big forest we have, you will be surprised anybody
who walks in there and does not know where he is going might not get out again. The forests do
not have any owners, only the United States of America...
Farewell dear parents,
Peter Wunderlich
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APPENDIX F
LIFE IN THE EARLY YEARS AND
LATER
Taken from The Wunderlich &Hofus Families, by Roger Wunderlich, 1993, pp. 370-378, and used by permission

Life was hard in the early times, but these early settlers persevered. Family histories indicate that
log cabins provided the first homes because there were no sawmills at that time, Major problems
the early families encountered in Texas were the deadly diseases of malaria, yellow fever and
other fevers. Sometimes entire or major portions of families were wiped out. An example is my
grandparents, Peter and Sophie (Krimmel) Wunderlich’s family. Of their twelve children, they
lost the oldest (boy 1911), the middle two (girls 1898), the youngest child (girl) and the mother
in 1911 for a total loss of five of fourteen. Some small families were totally wiped out.
In the early years mattresses stuffed with clean hay served the purpose of bed springs. The straw
would be replaced with fresh each summer. Later they used feathers. The farm animals supplied
them with meat, eggs, milk and butter. Feathers from geese were used to stuff pillows, feather
beds and mattresses (still widely used in other countries today). Cow hides were crafted into
chair seats. Their sheep supplied them with wool. After the sheep were sheared, the wool was
washed and dried, then carded by hand and spun into yarn or made into bats. The woolen yearn
was then hand crafted into mittens, sweaters, socks and stockings. The bats were used to make
quilts and comforters. The spinning wheel was very important to the early settlers for making
homemade spun yarn.
The first settlers used oxen to pull their wagons, etc. Later they used horses and later found that
Spanish mules pulled heavy wagons better than horses. Horses were ok for buggies, etc. Before
lubricants, as we have today, were discovered, wagon, buggy and stagecoach axles were
lubricated with tallow (like lard), made from animal fat, especially from hogs, and pine tar pitch.
The pine tar pitch lasted longer than tallow because it did not break down from friction and heat
as easy as tallow.
In the early times, the land was “open range”, which meant no fences except for log fences
around their barn, house and fields. Cattle roamed freely. People put bells on some, especially
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their milk cow and lead cows so they could find them and the cattle were branded for
identification. Every spring there would be cattle roundups so that all the cattle could be
separated, counted and the new ones branded. The little ones that were sold were driven to the
rail lines for shipping. In later years they were also herded through a dipping vat. A dipping vat
set up consisted of a holding pen that had a long narrow fenced in lane attached to it. In this
narrow lane was a trench that was filled with water to which a stock (animal) dip was added and
mixed in. The cattle were then herded through this lane into the trench. The treated water would
cover the whole body. This dipping was done in order to rid and control ticks and other parasites
that would get on the cattle. The open range era ended around 1930 when the stock law came
into effect. This meant you had to fence your land to keep your cattle and horses in. The
enactment of the was sped along by the invention of the car, especially as cars started showing
up in the rural area around 1915 to 1920. Fence rails and posts were split from logs, all by hand.
Oak wood lasted the longest, especially Post Oak.
The early settlers, and through the years later generations, worked together. If a farmer became
sick, his neighbors and kin would come and help keep his farm going until he recovered.
If a farmer needed help with an animal of his because of sickness or accidents, he usually called
on an older area farmer who had learned from experience how to treat animals. There were no
actual veterinarians in those days.
A few farmers had their own blacksmith shops. When metal work was needed, area farmers
would bring their metal parts etc. to them for fixing. Usually you paid for the work or swapped
something or helped the Blacksmith in return for his labor.
In the summer months the farmers would get up early and work until noontime. After eating and
during the hottest part of the day, they would lie down and rest and usually took a nap (slept).
During this time the boys usually messed around or went swimming in the creeks. Around 3 –
3:30 p.m. everyone went back to work in the fields until dark. While the boys and men did the
outside work, the girls and women cooked, baked, canned, washed clothes, and cleaned inside
the house. Much food was canned in the summer, so there would be plenty in the winter. The
men really knew nothing about what went on inside the house. The only thing they knew about
the inside of the home was to come in to eat when the meal was on the table. The men worked
very hard and had hearty appetites.
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There was very little money in the farms. However, you ate good and had the basic necessities of
life. People rarely visited each other during the week because of distance and hard farm work,
but enjoyed getting together on Saturday night for dances. Dances provided fun for everyone.
The music was provided by fiddles, guitars, harmonicas and sometimes French Horns. If you
organized a good band, you could be booked for someone’s home every Saturday night. As
payment, the band usually received refreshments and a “hat was passed”, collecting a few
dollars.
For dating, young people would meet at church and at dances, and the school would sponsor
functions, too. An interesting way to earn money for school needs was to have a box lunch. The
older girls would make food for two, placing her food in a decorated box. The boxes were
displayed and the boys would bid on the boxes. If you had the highest bid, you won the box and
the privilege of dancing and sharing the food with the girls who made it. When bidding, it was
important to recognize the box your girl-friend had brought.
In the early days it was not uncommon for the wife to be 8-12 years younger than the husband.
The men wanted to acquire a few things before they married so they could provide for their
families.
In the 1930’s and 40’s you could buy feed in sacks that were made of a cotton cloth that either
was white or had flowers and designs on it. The white ones were made into ladies slips and the
flowered and various designed ones were made into dresses. The flour and sugar cotton sacks
were made into dish towels, wash cloths, etc.
In the 30’s and 40’s a very popular man in the rural areas was the Watkins product salesman. He
traveled around to the houses selling seasonings (like pepper, etc.), flavorings (like vanilla, etc.)
and non-prescription drugs (like cough syrup and liniment). The liniment was one of the most
used Watkins products. It was used to relieve muscle pains and aches and skin irritations etc. and
also used on animals. The children always looked forward to the coming of the Watkins
salesman, as he would give them a sucker, piece of candy or some gum. An old remedy for cuts
was to pour kerosene or turpentine on it to cleanse and kill any germs. Watkins celebrated their
125th anniversary in 1993. They started in 1868.
Prior to electricity starting to come to the rural areas in the late 1930’s and afterworld War II in
the 1940’s, some families had battery operated radios. When some special event was to be
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broadcast on the radio, like the heavyweight championship fight, all the family kin and some
neighbors got together and listened to the broadcast. The radio would be set in the window
facing outside, to where all the men and boys were gathered; while the women and girls would
visit inside the house.
The early settlers had depended on cattle, cotton, timber, hay and sheep for their livelihood. As
cotton prices tumbled and transportation became more readily available in the 1930’s and
1040’s, cotton was phased out and cash crops became corn, potatoes, squash, cucumbers, peas,
beans, cabbage, tomatoes, mustard greens, etc. Dairy herds also became part of the community.
However, this has changed dramatically in recent years as the Houston area population continues
to grow rapidly and spreads out into Harris County. This has squeezed out many of the farms and
dairies in Harris County.
Water for the Farms
In the rural areas the early settlers lived near a creek or river and the people would bathe in them
and wash their clothes and carry water home. (The streams were clean then.) Later, the farm
people dug their own water wells by hand. Depending on the water level underground, most
wells were about 20-40 feet deep. In very dry years some shallow wells almost or did dry up.
Today most wells are about 150-300 feet or more deep in order to reach a good water supply.
New subdivisions in the area require much deeper wells. These deep wells and volume of water
used per day are having some effects on the shallower wells.
Water was drawn (lifted up) from the wells by lowering a bucket, wooden or metal, with a rope
attached to it into the well and hand pulling the water up and then pouring into another container
and carrying it where needed. Many made this method easier by using a round piece of wood,
with a hand cranking handle on one or both ends, fastened to the above ground well enclosed.
The rope, with the bucket attached to one end, was attached to the round piece of wood thus
allowing the lowering and raising of the bucket more easily. The wells were enclosed to keep
children, animals, etc. from falling into the well. When they became available, most people used
a small wheel that had a groove in it for a rope to fit in. This was called a pulley wheel. The
wheel was hung over a well with a rope mounted in the groove and a special fitting in the bottom
of it was attached to the rope and let up and down in the well. This was a much easier way to
bring the water up.

Wunderlich Farm Educator’s Packet

Page 46

Besides having a water well, some farms had a cistern. This was a large hole dug in the ground,
the depth of a shallow well, with a high enclosure around and over it to keep children and other
things from falling into it. When house gutters came along, the farmers would connect the gutters
to the cistern, so that rain water would run into it. This water was used for washing clothes,
watering animals, etc. Even those who did not have a cistern would collect rain water in barrels
for use around the farm.
Later hand pumps and windmills came along. The hand operated water pumps came in two sizes.
The smaller was called a pitcher pump because it had the shape of a large water pitcher with a
wide pour lip on it. The larger and taller hand pump had a round discharge fitting molded to the
pump that had a turned-down mouth on it. The round pipe shaped mouth was about 2 inches in
diameter. This discharge piece was located high enough so you could set buckets under it or even
hang a bucket on it. The larger pump would bring up more water per pump. Both pumps worked
by the same method. A pipe was placed into the well reaching into the water. A metal rod, with a
special set up on the lower end, was placed inside the pipe and attached to the hand pump. This
was called a pump rod. As the rod was pushed up and down with the handle, water was lifted up
onto the pipe until it flowed out the top. This same pumping principle applied to the windmill
concept. Instead of a pump handle being used, the pump rod was raised up and down with the
gears that were moved by the big turning fan wheel. A tall tower, to get more wind to the fan,
was erected. Some of the early ones were wood and later metal. A large round fan wheel with
individual blades was mounted on top of the tower. When the wind blew it turned the fan, which
turned the gears, which moved the pump rod up and down bringing water up. With the windmill
set up, a large open top water tank/vat (usually wood) about 8-12 feet in diameter and about 8-12
feet deep, was mounted up on a platform about 10-15 feet above the ground. This allowed the
farmers to install pipes to their animal water troughs and to their houses. This is when so called
running water became available. Since the tanks were mounted off the ground, this gave gravity
flow to the water through the pipes. When strong winds came, the farmers locked the brake on
the fan wheel. This was done by pulling a lever mounted in the bottom area of the windmill
tower that was attached to a cable leading up to the brake on the big fan. There are still a few
windmills around the area today. However, most that are used today are in areas where
electricity is not available.
After scoopers/scrapers became available and especially after stock law came into effect, farmers
dug water holding ponds for their animals. They selected an area on their place where the water
had a tendency to flow towards and took mules or horses hitched to a scoop and scraped-scooped
off a few feet of ground making a holding pond for water. A scoop/scraper was a fairly large
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metal scoop with two wooden handles. The front end of a scoop/scraper had a sharp tapered edge
with low sides rising to about one foot in back with a matching back wall. As the mules/horses
pulled the empty scoop forward, the farmer with his driving lines looped over one shoulder and
under the other, would take hold of both handles and lift up some on the back causing the sharp
front edge to cut into the ground scooping up dirt. When full he would let the back down
allowing the scoop to slide across the ground to where he wanted to dump the dirt. To dump he
would lift up on the back, causing the front edge to catch in the ground, helping him lift higher in
order to flip the scoop over to unload the dirt. An experienced farmer could do this continuously
for some time without stopping. Larger scoops/scrapers, depending on size, required 3 or 4
mules/horses to pull them.
Soap, Washing, Clothes and Bathing
For cleansing purposes rural area people made their own handmade soap. A big batch was made
in their wash kettle. These were large open cast iron kettles that usually set on 3 or 4 metal legs
and were located out in the back yard. A fire could be built under and around them to heat water
or heat the soap, etc. Pine and oak wood were used for heating. Pine burned faster and oak
slower. Soap was made by mixing water, lard (rendered hog fat) and lye. It usually was made in
large batches so it would last a while. The water was heated some in a large kettle. The lye was
then added and stirred in. This created more heat. The lard, which was in a semi-solid state, was
added, and allowed to melt while being stirred. The blend had to be slowly stirred constantly.
The lye reacting with the lard created a foaming action. After the right consistency was reached,
the foamy material was allowed to cool and set up. When cooled, the foamy or frothy material
was in a fairly hard state. Before it became too hard to cut, the soap was cut into oblong square
edged pieces and stored on shelves where it hardened more like our soap today. The soap was
used for washing everything from clothes, dishes, hair, face, hands, etc. This was a more crude
type of soap than we have today. In the very early days before people could buy lye, they used
clean wood ashes. (Wood ashes are caustic in nature.) This was a more crude soap than when
using lye. Lye is the liquid obtained by leaching wood ashes. Lye, being caustic, reacted with the
animal fats (lard). Sometime people would make smaller batches in the house in large pans.
Washing clothes was a long process and hard work as was preparing to bathe. Galvanized
washtubs (earlier wooden) were used for washing clothes and bathing. The water for washing
was heated in the outside kettles. If there was time, the men would carry the water from the well,
but often the women did it. Wood had to be gathered and a fire made under the kettles. Pine
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wood and oak were used. The dirty clothes would be pre-soaked in a tub and then scrubbed with
soap on a scrub board in another tub with semi-hot water. A scrub board was made up of a
wooden strip frame with a corrugated (small corrugations) tin, copper metal or glass, with small
ruffles on top of the corrugated ridges, mounted in the middle area with supporting wooden strips
on back of the metal. The thicker self supporting glass ones had the same type corrugated ruffled
ridges on one side and half ruffled and half smooth ridges on the other side for the more delicate
clothes. There were smaller size metal scrub boards for delicate clothes. An average scrub board
was about two feet tall/long and about twelve inches wide with the middle scrubbing area being
12 by 12 inches. The two wooden side frame strips were notched in the middle for holding the
scrubbing piece and had six inches extending below the scrub area which served as legs and six
inches extending above the scrub area where a top mold piece and ½ inch recessed wooden piece
were attached. The recessed piece was for holding the soap bar while not in use. The lower end
of the scrub board was placed at a slant into usually a #3 wash tub about half full of warm-hot
water. With the top of the scrub board resting against your stomach, you would rub the wet
clothes up and down against the corrugated metal glass to dislodge the excess grime and dirt.
Some of the very dirty clothes with dirt or grease impregnated into the cloth were put in the hot
water in one of the kettles and moved or stirred around with a stick. They then were picked up
out of the hot water with a stick and placed into two different rinse tubs with warm water in
them. All removal of the rinse water was done by squeezing and wringing (twisting) by hand and
then was placed on the clothes line to dry.
In the 1930’s a few people had some of the first washing machines made. These were round
wooden tubs mounted on a stand with a foot pump driven gear underneath that was attached to a
shaft up into the tub with four large suction looking type cups attached to the shaft. When the
foot petal was pumped up and down it would move the gears to make the four large cups go up
and down causing the washing action of the clothes in the wash water. A hand turned wringer
was also attached to the tub. When hand turned wringers first became available you could buy
single wringers that would attach to your wash tubs. This beat wringing the water out by hand.
The first electric washing machines had hand wringers.
Unless you were really dirty, you didn’t bathe until Saturday evening. But everyone would take a
water-bucket with warm water and sponge bathe and wash their feet every night. When it was tie
to bathe, the wash tubs would be filled with water heated from the stove. In most families it was
the custom to let the smaller children bathe first because the waster was used by several people.
Hot water would be added as each person got in the tub. Then the girls and mother would bathe
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followed by the boys and father. After a few bathed, the water would be thrown out, and the next
few would bathe in fresh water. Everyone had to be clean for church on Sunday morning. There
used to be an old joke saying, “Even if you needed it or not, you took a bath on Saturday night.”
In warm weather, the creeks provided wonderful swimming holes for fun and bathing and for
catching fish to eat. Today the creek waters are not as clean because of pollution.
Butcher Clubs
Since there was no cooling or refrigeration in the early years, neighbors organized butcher clubs.
This way,, families could have fresh meat without waste. These would usually consist of 12 or
16 families. There were Cow Clubs (usually 16 families) or Beef Clubs (usually 12 families) that
usually operate in the summer time. The Cow Clubs butchered fattened older mature cattle and
the Beef Clubs butchered fattened younger cattle. Depending on the size of the club, they would
butcher that many consecutive Saturdays. Each family would receive 1/12 or 1/16 part of the
meat. Sometimes small families would go together and divide a share. Each Saturday, they
received a different cut of meat, so that at the end it equaled out for everyone. Records were kept
for the type cut and weight you received. At the end of the 12 or 16 week period the weights
were totaled up. Since it was impossible to have all the cattle weigh the same, those that
butchered smaller cattle had to pay into the club a predetermined price per pound and this then
prorated out to those that had heavier-weighing cattle. In the winter time meat that was not used
right away would be placed into large crock containers and heavily salted for keeping for a while
longer.
Cooling/Refrigeration
Around the late 1920’s, 1930’s and 1940’s some people had ice boxes. These usually would be
an oblong shaped wooden piece of special lined/insulated furniture in which large blocks of ice
would be placed in the large upper compartment with an insulated lid. In the bottom would
usually be a couple of smaller compartments with doors, where they could place milk, butter,
eggs and meat. The ice truck usually came once or twice a week. In the 1930’s and 1940’s a few
rural families around Tomball, Texas had gas powered refrigerators. These had to be near oil
wells where natural gas was available to the house. Electricity did not totally come to the rural
areas until after World War II, in the last half of the 1940’s. Some electric lines were installed
along the main roads in the later 1930’s. This was done by the REA (Rural Electrification
Association). Some people in the earlier years would place mild and butter in water proof
containers and place them in a metal basket with a lid or in a sack with a rope tied to them and let
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them down into the water in their wells to keep for a few days. In the later 1920’s and 1930’s a
couple of homes had battery powered electricity. This took a number of large batteries and an
outside wind powered propeller blade driven generator. They thus had electric powered
refrigerators.
Churches
Churches were at the center of the life of the communities in the early times. Church activities
played an important part of the lives of the families. Prayers were said before each meal. They
attended Sunday school and church regularly and attended many church picnics and barbecues.
There were also church softball games. The women and children sat on the one side of the
church and the men sat on the other. Women always wore hats. People went to church on horses,
in buggies and wagons to get to church. In the old Trinity Lutheran Klein Church the older
children and young people sat upstairs. There was a half upper floor on the left and a half upper
floor on the right and a joining of the two sides with a section of upper floor in the back. The
older children and young people sat upstairs with the boys on the left and girls on the right just
like the men and women downstairs. When the Pastor stood in the high pulpit to preach he could
see everyone upstairs. The people below had to look up some to see the Pastor. After church on
Sunday, it was traditional to have large dinners at home. Family was extremely important, and
aunts, uncles, cousins and grandparents were included. The kids had to wait until the parents
were finished before they were served. After the meal the men would go outside to inspect and
compare crops and the women would clean the kitchen and prepare the coffee to have it ready
when the men came back inside.
A custom in the old days before telephones, etc. in the rural areas was that if someone in the
church died during the week, they would ring the church bell. They would ring it continuously
for a short time and then stop. This would get the attention of the community. They then would
ring (toll) individual rings. Most people say 3 times for an older person, 2 times for a younger
person, and 1 time for a baby. Thus the community was alerted of the death. On Saturday
evenings the bell was rung at 6 p.m. reminding everyone of worship on Sunday.
David (Dave) Theiss’s funeral was the last one held in the old Trinity Lutheran Klein Church in
February, 1950. His daughter Laura (Theiss) Mueller’s funeral was the first one held in the new
church built in 1950, on May 24, 1950.
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Old Schools in the Big Cypress/Klein Community
In the early days of the first rural public schools, most were one room schools with one teacher
and up to seven grades. The grades back then were not like we have today. They were based on
reader books. As you progresses in school, you advanced from teacher 1 to 2 to3, etc. In the
earlier days, school would start around 9:00 a.m. and last until 4:00 p.m. and only last about 6
months, starting in later fall and ending in early spring time. The late 9:00 a.m. start was because
the children had chores to do on the farm before going to school. Since so much work on the
farm was done by hand, the older children were needed to help on the farm. This required the
short school year. Later on, school started after Labor Day and let out around the end of May.
School time was 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran Klein School, which started in 1874, originally had seven grades and later eight
when the high school went to 12 grades. This was a 2 room school with large rooms and a
dividing partition of wooden panels like large doors that were hung on a rail so that they could be
folded back to make one very large area for special occasions. Since there were four classes to a
room and one teacher, you did not have each subject each day. Each class sat together so that the
teacher and pupils could concentrate n what the teacher was discussing with them at that time.
While the teacher was teaching the other classes, you worked on your assignments and of course
some goofed off. In the 1930’s and early 1940’s each grade averaged about 10 pupils per class.
The boys carried in wood in the winter for the wood burning stoves. The church members would
cut and supply wood for the church and school wood heaters. The upper grades would be
assigned in groups to sweep the school each day. Each Friday the 8th grade would sweep the
church. On Fridays, the upper grades would pick up paper, etc. that was on the school grounds.
This taught responsibility. Just try that today. The pupils brought their own lunch from home.
This usually consisted of homemade sausage, homemade jelly, and homemade bread, etc. The
school had two small rooms in front, one on each side. They were called cloak rooms. One was
for the boys and the other for the girls. These were for hanging your coats and caps and later
shelves were added for storing your lunches. Oh yes, for the necessities of life there were two
out-side bathrooms, of course without the baths. They were called toilets or out-houses, one for
the girls and one for the boys, and were about 100 yards apart. They were 100 yards from the
school building. This was a little inconvenient when it was raining and cold.
In the early years children walked, rode horses to school, or parents dropped them off in buggies
or wagons. Later buses came into being. Due to the shortage of money in the early years and up
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through the 1930’s and early 1940’s, the pastor’s and teachers’ salaries were supplemented by
members bringing potatoes, vegetables, meat, etc. and supplying wood for their stoves.
Some of the old one room rural public schools were: French on the side of Spring-Stuebner and
east of Rhodes Road; Oak Grove 1 and later 2 located between Spring Cypress and Louetta Road
around the now Klein Church Road area; later Oak Grove 3 (originally Ehrhardt School) south of
Louetta in the Strack Farms area as we know it today; Hildebrandt on Root Road; later a Willow
School on Root Road; Kothmann located on the north side of Louetta, east of Kuykendahl and a
little east of Bonds Gully. This would be northeast across Louetta Road from Haude Elementary
as we know it today. There also was Prairie Hill School located on Hufsmith-Kohrville Road a
few miles north of Spring-Cypress Road.
The children looked forward to celebrating holidays at school. They had special presentations for
Thanksgiving, Good Friday, Valentine’s Day and Christmas. Students made valentines for every
child in the class, and mothers would bring refreshments from home. During the Christmas
season the school always had a Christmas play, finding a part for each child. Every classroom
had a Christmas tree, and the students decorated them with popcorn strings and homemade
ornaments. Every home had a tree, too, with candles, since there was no electricity. Although
the candles would not be lighted often, there were still many fires. Boys usually received a
pocket knife, and in later years, a red wagon at Christmas, while the girls requested dolls. Every
“self-respecting” boy carried a pocket knife because you never knew when you might need to
skin a rabbit, and also the boys played mumble peg with their knives during recess each day at
school. Mumble peg is played by extending the three points of the knife and throwing it a certain
way. If it lands straight up, you win. Boys also played marbles, various chase games, and softball
at school. Girls usually played hopscotch, jacks, drop the handkerchief, various chase games, and
ball.
Several types of school discipline were used. Standing in the corner for a while was the most
common one, and the meaner boys were spanked with switches. You were also disciplined at
home if you were disciplined at school. Usually if boys got a spanking at school, they were
spanked at home. Responsibilities at home for the children involved doing chores on the farm
before leaving for school. When they came home, there were more chores. Because there was no
electricity, candles were used and the girls had to clean the lamp chimneys at least twice a week.
Later Kerosene lamps were used and later a few old houses had carbide gas lights. The boys
would chop the wood and bring it inside. Boys and girls would also feed the chickens, gather
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eggs, and pick vegetables. Children, especially the boys, liked to play “pretend” underneath the
house. The houses were built on blocks, so the kids would crawl underneath and build towns,
roads, and lakes. It was cool there which was great during the hot Texas summers.
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APPENDIX G
OLD FASHIONED GAMES AND
ACTIVITIES FOR LUNCH/RECESS
TIME
Button, Button, Who’s Got the Button
The players form a circle with one person in the center of the ring. The players in the circle pass
a button by hand from one to another as inconspicuously as possible. The one in the center has to
guess who has the button. If he guesses the right one, then the person who has the button goes
into the center and the one from the center becomes part of the circle passing the button. This can
go on for quite a while.
Fox and Geese
A play area is established with three lines about 25 feet apart. The center line is for the fox and
the other lines are the safe lines. All the players (the geese) are lined up on one safe line. The fox
says, “Run Geese”, where upon the players run through his territory to the opposite safe line,
trying to avoid being tagged. The fox must stay in the designated area and may not move away
from this line. Anyone tagged by the fox becomes one of his helpers. The fox again says, “Run
Geese”, and the players all run from the second safe line back to the first safe line. Each foray
sees one or more geese being tagged. Each run becomes more difficult and the last one tagged
becomes the fox for the next game.
Sack Race
Each runner wears a burlap sack up to the hips, holding the sack with his hands. The runner who
finishes first wins.
German game, Esel, Lass Dich Hoeren, or “Donkey, Let’s Hear You”
This is a ring game popular in the German areas of central Texas. The players, impersonating
animals, sit in a circle with ultra-somber “mien” (look or expression), while the ringmaster and
the donkey, chosen by their fellow students, stand in the center of the ring. The ringmaster in a
dominating voice commands, “Esel, lass dich hoeren!” The donkey then brays loud and long,
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while the ringmaster watches closely for grins on the faces of those seated in the circle. If any
one of them smiles, laughs, or even shows his teeth, he must pay a forfeit or take the place of the
donkey.
Drop the Handkerchief
Children form a circle holding hands. Someone goes around the outside of the circle and drops a
handkerchief behind someone. That person has to chase the other one around the circle to try to
catch him before he gets around to where the handkerchief was dropped.
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